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It’s bad news for the city and bad 
news for the sub region.”
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The future of Hull doesn’t all point 
towards it being a bleak dystopia, on 
the horizon we have opportunity sprout-
ing from the harsh realities of a country 
blighted by a recent economic hammer-
ing. Companies are still willing to invest 
in the city, companies as large and af-
fluent as Siemens. The engineering and 
electronics giant has recently announced 
that it plans to back a £210m wind 
turbine factory in Hull, set to create 700 
jobs when it opens in 3 years time. At 
the Liberal Democrat party conference 
in Brighton, the leader of the Lib Dems, 
Nick Clegg, backed the plans, saying 
that it will have a “hugely important” 
and “transformative” effect on the 
region.

The facility will be called ‘Green Port 
Hull’ and will be established in the 
Alexandra Dock area of the city, with a 
confirmed investment of £80m and ABP 
£130m in the port infrastructure, this 
new development will not only offer jobs 
to some of the unfortunate victims of 
Hulls recent economic downtime but also 
put the city at the forefront of the renew-
able energy initiative, a key footstone 
in a new global wave of reform. A side 
from the jobs the development will di-
rectly create upon completion, the plants 
offshore wind farms required support 
will offer thousands more jobs to people 
in the surrounding area.

The Hull City Council has announced 
this year, a massive, long term master 
plan to transform key areas of the city 
centre. Over £906m of planned invest-
ment has been levered into the scheme 
with a further £594m to be added to the 
pot in the next ten years, serious money 
is being raised to help advance Hulls 
national profile.

The master plan includes 450 new 
residential homes, new office space and 
a hotel in the Humber Quays district. 
The Albion Square area will also be 
undergoing a severe makeover, with 
200 homes, leisure and retail facilities, 
a new public square and car parking 
being built.

Other areas to undergo develop-
ments under the master plan include 
Quay West, were a total investment 
of £165/300m has been put forward 
to create a retail circuit linking with 
St Stephens, The Prospect Centre and 
Princess Quay. Plans for a new hotel 
in this area are also in circulation and 
even further development of the existing 
Princes Quay is to be included, all this 
is projected to inject 20 to 40 million 
into the local economy and create an 
estimated 1500 to 3000 jobs within the 
development and 3000 to 5000 jobs 
during the construction phase. It doesn’t 
end there; the plan extends to the East 

Bank, where the City Council looks to 
develop a “Strong and Lively” River Hull 
waterfront.

Creating jobs isn’t the only thing these 
fantastic new plans will do, the tourism 
industry in Hull could also do with a 
boost and that’s exactly these refurbish-
ments and new areas will do, feeding 
the economy in their wake.

It’s not just Hull’s economy that hopes 
to perk up and prosper in the next few 
years. A new £250 000 cricket acad-
emy “aimed at developing new players” 
has recently opened up in Hull, the new 
facility is part of a wider £1m initiative 
to expand the Sport in the area, this 
plan will help to not only make sure the 
youth of Hull have something to do on 
an evening, but also build towards main-
taining a sporting legacy relevant to 
the traditions of East Riding and greater 
Yorkshire.

While the winter papers continually spin 
lines of doom of gloom, there is hope 
for the region in the positive develop-
ments outlined. Hang in there Hull, the 
times, they are a changing.

By Owen Ramirez

As the national economy begins to re-
gain stability and emerge from a period 
of financial destruction, the local picture 
has a somewhat indifferent response to 
that development.

In recent months, Hull has had signifi-
cant economic torment, tearing away at 
its already delicate infrastructure. News 
that British Aerospace in Brough will 
lose up to 120 workers in the new year 
through compulsory redundancy has left 
a stale taste to the initial reduction of 
jobs to be lost at the site.

The supposed original figure of jobs 
to be cut stood at 845. This has been 
reduced for the foreseeable future, but 
further redundancies may be inevitable.
Deals such as the one struck by Saudi 
Arabia based company Hawk earlier 
this year, may be needed again to 
damper the crushing effect of redundan-
cy that threatens the working livelihoods 
of so many at the company.

Manufacturing and industry have been 
at the very core of this working man’s 
city for many years.
These job losses cut a very thin line 
between a city having economic growth, 
and a retraction that ripples through for 
years to come.

Announcements of job losses at a local 
branch of electrical retailer Comet, echo 

this very notion, and swing another ham-
mer blow to the local economic picture. 
There are 200 jobs at the business 
centre for the retail giant, that are be-
ing plunged into uncertainty as the firm 
lingers in administration.

Comet had already cut 240 jobs in Hull 
earlier this year after the closure of one 
of its call centres. There are a total of 
6500 people employed by the electrical 
superstore chain. The percentage of that 
number of jobs that have been cut in the 
city of Hull stands at almost 5%. With 
a potential for a further 200 losses, it 
paints a very desolate picture for the 
city.

The firm has been operating in Hull as a 
superstore for over 40 years, and news 
of its demise only heaps more misery on 
the local economic landscape.
The chief executive of Hull and Humber 
Chamber of Commerce, Ian Kelly, had 
reiterated his disappointment at these 
tough economic challenges facing the 
region
“It’s another of those great companies 
which had a long tradition and history in 
the city.
It’s bad news for the city and bad news 
for the sub region.”

Another local stronghold in the city that 
has announced possible closure is Seven 
Seas of Hedon Road.

Their production at the plant could be 
transferred to London, leaving a void in 
its place at Hull.

There has been no disclosure of a figure 
of job losses, but with 250 people em-
ployed at the site and operations being 
transferred to the capital, it’s a bleak 
outlook for the manufacturing giant.
Local MP’s are in talks to prevent these 
job losses, a further blow to the local 
economy, whose unemployment rate 
within the city of Hull itself stands at 
15.8%. 

There is a great fear that this region 
could become more engrossed in unem-
ployment over the coming years. Unless 
some form of investment and trade is 
provided to boost the local economy 
in the very near future, this area, as 
projected, could be left dwindling in 
recession.
As the state of local businesses and com-
panies that have traditions in the city be-
gin to fade away, could there be hope 
on the horizon for a brighter future for 
the city of Kingston Upon Hull?

By Jason Russell
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NEW YORK, NEW YORK
By Sibby Harmer

The End of The...Wait 

Whether you heard about it on face 
book, saw it on the TV, or were in-
formed by your cult leader, most of you 
were probably aware that the world 
was due to end this year on the 21st of 
December and unless your reading this 
from the cold, damp, murky depths of 
your well stocked bunker beneath our 
freshly destroyed earth, it never hap-
pened. 

The fact of the matter is that it was never 
going to happen, it was just another 
over hyped nugget of foolery, twisted 
by the nuts of the net, molested by the 
media and pissed out to us commoners, 
just dying for something interesting to 
latch onto this Christmas, as if Christmas 
wasn’t enough. 

We as a nation, just LOVE the thought of 
us all been blasted to oblivion, whether 
it’s the bad economy or the fact we’ve 
had another particularly cold winter, the 
end of the world was apparently  centre 
of the UK’s hive mind calendar (held in 
higher regard than Christmas in some 
peoples book). 

It’s sad that these days, it’s not a push 
for political reform, a need for more aid 
efforts or a sinking economy that can 
capture the nations attention but a really 
bad musical reality TV show and a com-
pletely made up possibility that every-
thing around us will be turned to dust.

I admit, at first, I was pulled in by the 
possibility that this year was to be our 
last. Obviously I was aware that every 
year some idiot seems to claim it’s going 
to be our final here, but this year they 
were saying the Mayans had claimed 
it, and I’d heard they were a clever 
bunch so it seemed to carry a little more 
weight. 

A quick look on Google had my nerves 
calmed as NAT GEOS website informed 
me with some scientific rationale that the 
end of Mayan calendar (21st Decem-
ber) that some cranks, and then because 
of social media, everyone, thought to 
be an indication of the Apocalypse, was 
indeed just the end of an ‘old cycle’ and 
a beginning of a new one. A far more 
comforting theory and one shared by 
most that study the Mayan civilisation. 

So why do we, as a society, so easily 
buy into this contrived bullshit about the 
world ending each year? Why do we 
have such a morbid desire to leach onto 
any theory that means we can happily 
live in fear for a bit? What’s wrong with 
us all?! 

Is it possible that we needed to believe 
that the world might end to justify buy-
ing ridiculous things for ourselves during 
a time when we should be buying for 
others? Are we all just very unhappy 
and find the idea of an impending doom 
satisfying? Or has Christmas Television 
got that bad we’ve all just turned into 
the types of people that browse shady 
conspiracy theory websites of an even-
ing instead of doing the normal thing 
and not talking about anything other 
than soaps and the price of squash, it 
certainly seems this year, and more peo-
ple were buying the year’s apocalyptic 
bid. 

Who knows, all I know is that I’m safe 
for another year. Merry Christmas. 

By Owen Ramirez

STUDYING in any new environment 
brings many significant challenges. Be-
ing able to adapt to a new city or town, 
learning a new lifestyle, and being 
around a new variety of languages and 
accents, are just some that each year, 
international students coming to study 
in the U.K have to face. Hull has a vast 
student population, estimated at around 
20,000 students, and each year the city 
welcomes more new faces to study from 
all over the world.

Hull as a city itself is becoming more 
diverse to new ethnicities and communi-
ties, in both student and non-student vari-
eties. Over the last twenty years, the city 
has seen a boom in terms of how much 
it has grown immersing many nationali-
ties and new communities into its mosaic. 
In 1991, figures showed that there was 
a population of just 1.9% people from 
ethnic minority backgrounds living in the 
city. Ten years later, and that figure had 
risen slightly to 3.8%. Now, Hull has the 
most diverse population in the Hum-
ber area, as of 2009, that figure had 
increased dramatically to 10.9%.
In comparison with other communities 
and cities across the U.K, Hull has fewer 
minority backgrounds in its population, 
but as an ever changing scenario occur-
ring with overseas students coming to 
study and settle in the region, that figure 
could soon be changed.

With the price of becoming a student 
edging closer to being unfeasible for 
some across the U.K, many universi-
ties are relying on the extra income 
from overseas students to apply and 
fill vacancies. Last year, the number of 
applications to universities fell by 8.7% 
for the 2012 entry. However, across the 
U.K, universities have seen an increase 
in applicants from non-European coun-
tries, with an increase of 15.7%, with 
Hong Kong and Australasia having the 
highest number of applicants.

These figures show that, with an increase 
as high as this from overseas students, 
Hull will be hoping to accommodate 
a percentage of these to ensure the 
university places are taken up. Both the 
University of Hull and Hull College saw 
a drop in the region of 17% for appli-
cants for the year of 2012 compared 
to 2011, and this would be something 
that they would hope to rectify using the 
influx of overseas students.

With the current Hull student population 
reaching a spectrum of over 130 coun-
tries, the city of Hull and its people have 
an opportunity to embrace and learn 
from the multicultural diversity that this 
brings. Increasing attractions such as the 
German food markets that have visited 
the city centre provide an ideal chance 
to experience some of the commodities 

that other countries can bring to the city.
As students flock to Hull each year from 
overseas, and from our own shores, it 
is a vital boost for the local economy in 
both the short and long term, as their 
expenditure adds much needed revenue 
to local businesses. The universities and 
education providers in the city are also 
in much need of overseas students to 
keep some courses running that are 
more popular with international stu-
dents.

With a large number of foreign nation-
als choosing to settle in the region, the 
influx of international students is sure to 
have an impact on how the city evolves 
in the future.  Approximately 3300 
people migrated internationally to Hull 
between 2009 and 2010. Figures such 
as this are only likely to increase in the 
future, with Hull having a projected 
population of nearly 318,000 within the 
next twenty years. As the communities 
within Hull change, it is in the best in-
terests of the city of Hull and its people, 
to welcome overseas and internationals 
coming into the city to study and to live, 
as they are the corner stones of what 
is giving Hull and its people cultural 
awareness to an ever increasing diverse 
city.

By Jason Russell

I N T E R N A T I O N ’ U L L

I assume you have never been 
under the impression that Hull is 
the greatest place on the planet. I 
know I haven’t. I’m still not con-
vinced it is but what I learned re-
cently is that, although Hull may 
be one of those particular places 
where “glass” is a verb at least 
we have never had the extremes 
in emergency and weather situa-
tions that I experienced whilst on 
the North East coast of America 
in October.

Compared to over 7000 days I have 
spent in Hull, the 40 days I’ve spent in 
the USA over my life seem like a meager 
indication that I know what I’m talking 
about. But I just lived through numerous 
bomb scares and Hurricane Sandy, and 
there’s nothing like appreciating your 
hometown’s lack of terror attacks. Also, 
I’m doing really well at ‘Disasters I Have 
Lived Through’ bingo.

Bomb scare number one occurred at the 
Federal Reserve building in lower Man-
hattan whilst I was waddling around the 
financial district. Thankfully, the 1000lb 
“bomb” never posed an actual threat 
according to the FBI, as they already 
knew about it. Which was really nice 
of them to mention at the time, thanks 
America. The second occurred in 
Washington D.C. and was a little more 
frightening as the police ushered us out 
of the area and into the subway. Al-
though we asked what was happening 
we mostly just got “You can’t stand their 
ma’am, I don’t know how things work 
in England but this is serious” shouted 
back at us. Because clearly us English 
just stand about in our top hats and bon-
nets nonchalantly whilst our buildings 
are threatened.

I got on the subway and within five min-
utes the train suddenly came to a halt. 
The lights went out and people became 
to whisper worriedly amongst them-
selves as the carriage filled with smoke. 
After a couple of minutes the driver 
informed us that there was a fire on the 
track in front of us and we had to wait a 
while for them to put it out. Eventually, 
they did and I went back to the hotel 
and rocked back and forth in a corner 
for a while.

A couple of days later in New Jersey 
when I was beginning to trust America 
again, we were informed that a hur-
ricane was going to hit us by the end of 
the week. And then everyone went a lit-
tle bit mental. By Friday boats had been 
moved out of the water, trees chopped 
down and sandbags were everywhere. 
My family members who live in America 
constantly went panic buying in the ear-
liest hours of the following Sunday, but 
only managed to find water and bagels.

Later that Sunday, we decided to bail. 
We drove to Manhattan through “State 
of Emergency” warnings, evacuees 
and 100mph winds to catch a ship from 
Brooklyn because it turns out us Eng-
lish are not prepared for chaos of this 
kind. Riots, floods and being generally 
discontent we’re okay with, post-tropical 
cyclones turned category one hurricanes 
not so much. We can barely cope with 
snow.

A week later when we finally arrived 
back in England, after a lot of seasick-
ness due to sixty-foot waves and gale 
force eleven winds across the Atlantic, 
I found myself with a bizarre sense of 
pride in my home town. Hull doesn’t 
have bomb scares every other day, not 
once have I boarded public transport 
that randomly burst into flames half way 
through my journey and most of all; no 
hurricanes. 

All we have to worry about are crime 
statistics, education, employment op-
portunities and general quality of life in 
Hull being largely regarded as worse 
than the rest of the country. Whatever, 
words.

By Sibby Harmer



The Six Types 
of People 
You May 
Have To Buy 
Gifts For This 
Christmas. 

Christmas is that time of the year 
that exists mostly just so you can 
accumulate a sustainable amount 
of socks and bathing equipment 
for the following year. 

Even though I know it’s an annual 
thing it always creeps up on me, 
demanding I purchase gifts for 
friends and family who it turns 
out I know nothing about at all. 

Suddenly, I’m frantically writing 
lists of people I’ve known for 
years panicking because I don’t 
know who they are, what they do 
and what they like. They become 

faceless blobs with no obvious 
hobbies, qualities or quirks and 
the bane of my existence. 

But this year I was prepared, be-
cause making general typecasts 
of those faceless blobs makes 
everything easier. 

So, this is my guide to the six 
types of people you may have 
to buy gifts for this Christmas, 
in case you are surrounded by 
stereotypes as well.

“Music is my whole 
life” 
- The Musician.
As nice as this person may be, 
80% of the conversations they 
initiate are about music, they may 
even be in a band; if you’re re-
ally lucky they’re in a band and 
they play keyboard. The major-
ity of their friends will probably 
buy them something to do with 
music, possibly because they 
know very little else about his 
personality and varying other 
hobbies. If there are any. A lot of 
musical equipment is expensive, 
of course if you have £202 to 
spend on a Fender Greta Amp 
go right ahead; it has just that 
right amount of retro about it and 
you can also plug iPods into it. In 
fact, come be my friend? If you 
are looking for something a little 
less extravagant, the Rotosound 
Guitar and Bass String Cleaner - 
from £12.99 is pretty nifty. Un-
like the use of the phrase “pretty 
nifty”. You can always purchase 
various picks, strings, drum sticks, 
other music related gizmos for 
this individual and package them 
all together with a pamphlet for a 
real job. Bah humbug. 

“I was Christmas 
shopping once, but 
then I took an 
arrow to the knee” 
- The Gamer. 
Sometimes, we are forced to 
leave the virtual world and play 
in reality. Reality requires us to 
buy gifts for friends and fam-
ily once a year and is the worst 
quest ever. Although, when 
you lose whoever you’re shop-
ping with amongst a crowd 
of shoppers it is fun to shout 
“SNAAAKE!” until someone 
comes and finds you. Of course, 
you can go for the vouchers 
such as PSN, XBLA, Steam and 
Nintendo eShop. Maybe a time 
machine, so they can fast travel 
to March and they can go pick 
up Metal Gear Rising: Revenge-
ance and play that until Bioshock 
Infinite and Tomb Raider are 
released because time is moving 
far too slowly on it’s own. If you 

“Have you tried 
turning it off and on 
again?” 
- The Techy
You know, Ubuntu: good. Vista: 
bad, them people. Red5 has 
IcePhones - it looks like one of 
those old gadgets known as 
‘telephones’ that your Nan might 
have in her living room next to 
something else called a ‘note-
pad’, you can’t type on those 
things, mental - and you can put 
an iPhone in it for only £29.99. 
They also stock remote control 
cushions  (£19.99) and 3 in 1 
LED Touch Pens (£4.95), pen 
rave.

“______ Posted On 
Facebook: WHO’S 
OUT TONIGHT?!?”
- The One Who’s 
Always Going Out.
Where do these people get their 
energy/ friends/ money? Guaran-
teed this one is going to be stuck 
in a combination of drunk and 
hungover throughout the majority 
of the holiday season. So if you 
think about it you don’t necessar-
ily need to get them a great gift 
- preferably one they can’t smash 
- but then if you do they might in-
vite you out one time. Dreams do 
come true. Thegiftinsider.com has 
a range of applicable gifts rang-
ing from Magnetic Bottle Open-
ers (£12.97) to a Beer Pouch 
Sweater (£18), which just sounds 
glorious, and Emergency Clown 
Nose kits (£3). OR A HORSE 
HEAD MASK (£12). 

“Everything is better 
with sparkles” 
- The Girly Girl.
I don’t know what girly girls say 
but I recall one of my friends say-
ing this and her room is pink so 
I assume that’s the typical habi-
tat of a girly girl. Etsy has some 
incredible and unique items that 
are perfect such as embellished 
phone cases and jewelry. Disas-
ter Designs is a personal favour-
ite of mine; they sell everything 
from teacups (usually around 
£10) to iPad cases (approx. £15) 
available in various designs. Most 
of them have birds on them. 

[In unison] “We are 
happy for you to be 
here, would you like 
a cup of tea?” 
- The Couple.
And then one quietly whispers 
“save me” as they are dragged 
away. No, they’re cute. Plus, you 
can get away with only getting 
them one thing. Score. Find-me-
a-gift.com has an abundance of 
gifts for your friends who are 
in a relationship closer than the 
participants of The Human Cen-
tipede were: The Double Slanket 
(£34.99), Personalised Couple’s 
Calendars (£14.99) A Personal-
ised Couple’s Pebble (£9.99)? I 
don’t know much about romance, 
but okay, a rock. 

have no idea what to buy them 
(read: you don’t have time to pre-
tend you’re an Italian Plumber or 
your Sims family kept setting on 
fire) then Gamespot.co.uk has a 
holiday gift guide where you can 
chose the perfect game depend-
ing upon which gaming platform 
they use, genre and general rat-
ings. However if you are a good 
human being thinkgeek.com has 
Portal Gun Replicas for just, urm, 
£117. That’s around 9000 Poked-
ollars. 

FESTIVE
TREATS



One of these is the authentic taste of San Luca in the popular local village of Hessle. Situated 
close to the scenic backdrop of the Humber Bridge, it is a perfect setting for any occasion.  
Providing a range of elegant tastes, San Luca has a menu that appeals to the palates of those 
seeking fine Italian flavours and rich aromas. The restaurant boasts character from the outset, 
as the exterior is illuminated as night falls, giving the place a warm and welcoming entrance. 
Inside, the restaurant oozes fine Italian style and sophistication. The food itself is of a very 
high standard, served even in peak hours to minimum waiting time. There are also family hours 
between 5pm and 7pm, which provide an alternate and affordable way to enjoy a family meal 
of fine cuisine. Main course prices range from around £8 - £9 for some pizza and pasta dishes, 
to the traditionally cooked chicken, steak or fish at around £14 - £20 outside of family hours. 
The excellence of the food is emphasised by the fact that they make and prepare the majority 
of their sauces and deserts themselves fresh each day. All of the staff are friendly, attentive, 
and make every effort to make your dining experience a pleasant one. The restaurant is also 
licensed to provide private functions, and they have a very spacious room on the upper tier 
to provide buffet or a seated meal. There is also a balcony terrace for warmer days. If you’re 
looking for that somewhere to host a Christmas party, event, or just a stylish vibrant meal, San 
Luca has unique style, a welcoming atmosphere, and delicious food, so that this festive season, 
you can enjoy the perfect meal at an affordable price. 

By Jason Russell

WHERE                            

14 Livingstone Rd, Hessle, 
HU13 0EG
Tel: 01482 646400

Food rating: 5/5 
Service: 5/5 
Ambience: 4/5 
Value: 5/5

Searching in pursuit of a great place to eat 
out that is affordable, yet still provides that 
touch of elegance and fine dining experi-
ence, is something that we all seek to dis-
cover. Locally, there are a range of chain 
and commercial restaurants that appease 
the appetite and taste buds of many for that 
quick bite to eat. But there are also a number 
of family run restaurants competing for your 
custom.

PICK OF THE FESTIVE SEASON.

WHERE                            

73 Princes Avenue
HullNorth Humberside
HU5 3QX
Tel: 01482 341488

Food rating: 3/5 
Service: 2/5 
Ambience: 4/5 

FOOD

Princes Avenue is fast becoming the bar 
and restaurant capital of Hull. Countless 
new venues have opened over the past few 
years. This month is no different. Gacho’s 
is the latest; a Mexican restaurant situated 
across from the busy café bars. A fantastic 
spot, wish I could say the same for the 
service and food. 

We booked a table for a Saturday night. Three days after it had opened.  The bus-
tling floor as we walked in seemed to show good signs. We were seated promptly, 
then simply forgotten about. After several attempts to place our order we finally 
had success, for now. An hour after placing our order we were presented with the 
starter, somebody else’s starter.

When we finally received our food almost two hour after we had arrived, it was 
a weak and tasteless mess. Vegetables were soft and chewy, the meat stogy and 
coarse. Servings were large but uninspired, vegetarian nachos had a lingering taste 
of beef. 

As the night went on the chaos and inconsistency continued. Granted this was only 
the third night they were open, but with such strong completion right across the 
road Gacho’s needs to up there game.

By Mike Butcher

San Luca

Gaucho’s
Linnet & Lark
Great music events 
including ‘the Sesh’.

Pave
Great events including 
comedy night and music.

Garbutts
Fantastic food & 
music.

Laundry
An amazing menu for a 
cosy night out.

Fudge
A food lovers paradise 
with bakery.

Dukes
Perfect for a quick 
lunchtime pint.

We give you a quick run down of some local bars and resturants. this month we’re looking at the busy 
Princes avenue area. Theres a whole host of different venues in the area, something for everyone and a 
great selection of events through out the week. 



The blockbuster action game is back this year with a new 
character and setting. Assassin’s Creed 3 continues the epic 
battle between good and evil.Our new hero Connor Kenway 
is facing the Templars with the American war of independence 
as the backdrop. As strong and well throughout character as 
Connor is, he just doesn’t have the charm of previous lead 
characters, like Ezio from AC2. The backdrop for this tale is 
more chaotic than ever. A vast and expansive game world 
throws a large amount of enemies at you. Cannons fire, horse-
men tumble from their mounts, platoons of redcoats march 
through the carnage. The new game engine helps with the 
huge scale battles and set pieces. Along with the new engine, 
combat and free running have been improved. Attacking 
large groups is challenging but never frustrating. This is partly 
down to the newly implemented combat system and a better 
camera set-up. 

Graphically Assassin’s Creed 3 is stunning. The cities of Bos-
ton and New York feel alive and lived in. Street vendors, shop 
owners and vagabonds fill the streets adding a great level of 
immersion. A first for the franchise is the frontier area, a huge 
forest zone filled with additional objectives and the fantastic 
new tree-climbing mechanic. Traversing this environment is sim-
ply beautiful, giving the player huge levels of freedom. Com-
bat is fast and brutal. A whole new set of kill animations and 
weapons will make you wince. Mixing up counters, dodges 

and environmental kills add some new dynamics to 
the solid fight engine. Assassinations can now be done with 
any weapon adding new tactical levels to the gameplay. Like 
previous entries in the series, AC3 has a generous amount of 
side missions and other distractions like the brilliant new naval 
missions. 

An epic story and fantastic graphics are the standard for such 
big titles this time of year, Assassin’s Creed 3 goes one step 
further with improved gameplay, a wealth of extra content 
and a compelling and 
robust multiplayer.

Assassin’s Creed 3 is a must 
for all action adventure fans. 

Each November brings with it another Call of Duty. Each Call 
of Duty adds a little something new to the formula. This year’s 
entry, Black Ops 2, has seen the biggest change in the series 
since Modern Warfare. Set in the not two distant future, and 
jumping back to the eighties, we follow the story of David 
Mason. (The name Mason my be familiar to CoD veterans.)  
As always, you’re dropped into various war zones around 
the world and tasked with shooting endless armies of (mostly) 
east Europeans. The bombastic set pieces and breakneck 
pacing are all present. We’ve all done this before, building 
tumble, civilians scramble for cover. Its safe to say the shock 
and awe of this series has run dry. The branching story line 
bring little to the overall experience, although this adds replay 
value to the incredibly short single-player.

Now, on to the multiplayer. Like its predecessors, Black Ops 2 
has a fully featured online mode. Much has changed from the 
previous games. Character customization and load outs cre-
ate a balanced playing field. The new ‘Pick 10’ system works 
perfectly. The replacement of kill streaks to score streaks cre-
ates a much more team focused game. Maps are open and 
feature multiple routes, with sniper spots and back alleys to 
flank and suppress. The fan favorite, Nazi Zombies have also 
made a return. Like the multiplayer, this mode has also seen 
some changes. The original survival mode returns but with it 

comes the expansive Tranzit. A semi open world for you 
to explore, hunting down parts in order to progress further. 
Zombies have always had a huge fan base and this is what 
they’ve been waiting for. 

The single-player levels may be linear and uninspired but the 
combat and controls are as tight and engaging as ever. The 
multiplayer is the strong point of the series and Black Ops 2 
has just raised the bar. The new features added to Nazi Zom-
bies make this a great value game with hours of content. 

If fast, high-octane run and 
gun carnage are your thing, 
Call of Duty: Black Ops 2 
is an essential purchase.
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Available for:
Xbox360, PlayStation3, PC

Best Prices:
Online -  Amazon £41.97
Instore -  Tesco £39.00

Available for:
Xbox360, PlayStation3, PC

Best Prices:
Online - Amazon £39.99
Instore - Game £42.99

ASSASSIN’S CREED 3 REVIEW

CALL OF DUTY: BLACK OPS 2 REVIEW
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HALO 4 REVIEW
When I saw Halo 4 on play.com for a mere 30 

quid, it was a straight grab. I’d recently bought Fifa 13 
but was fed up of getting absolutely welted online, so I 

decided to try and take my custom elsewhere. 

The hype around the new Halo game was at its usual immen-
sity. Hard-line Xbox fans all around the world had all been 
eager for its release and I wanted to get in on the excitement. 
I wasn’t going to take it too far, I don’t fall under the category 
of gamer that’s willing to stay up way past my bedtime and 
go to the midnight launch, and I always feel like I can wait 
till the morning. Plus it was cheaper on play. The midnight 
launches do work though, and this year Halo proved it, it 
opened up in 10,000 stores worldwide for a midnight release, 
and the game brought in a staggering $200 Million in the first 
24 hours.

When the game arrived through the door, just two days after 
purchase (well done play.com), I was pretty giddy about it. 
The wait had caused me to go online and look at the flurry of 
newly uploaded game play footage from its huge online com-
munity. It looked good, really good. 

A secondary disc is provided and must be installed to unlock 
all of Halos features. It’s a big game, and whilst loading it 
up, I definitely got a Halo 1 nostalgic buzz. While you wait 
for the install you get hit with that traditional epic music and 
amazing vivid scenery. I was ready to get down to it.

The menu system is slick and very different from the older 
Halo games made by Bungie. You can tell 343 industries (the 
new developers to take the franchise) have really tried to 
shake things up and turn the game into their own masterpiece 
and not just make it a rehash of an older Halo model. Success-
fully done as well, navigating the menu is a breeze; every-
thing can be accessed easily and it makes for a quick and 
snappy play if you have ten minutes and just fancy blasting a 
few heads off online. 

The campaigns length isn’t as impressive as some of its prede-
cessors, with only a roughly six hour run time but it does make 

up for this however in depth and magnitude. The introduc-
tion of the new enemy, ‘The Prometheans’ was great way for 
343to start shaking things up. This new force includes three 
new unit types, Crawlers, Knights and Watchers, each com-
ing with their own problems for you such as: the ability to 
cling to any surface, float, warp and just generally try and do 
everything in their power to get under your skin and into your 
head. Halo 4 feels a lot less cartoony. It’s more serious, more 
grown up, it seems to have shed its quirky skin and adopted a 
more grounded, mature one. The campaign caters for existing 
Halo fans and new comers who seek to understand the games 
amazing universe. 

Creative director Josh Holmes was quoted as saying the new 
approach to the Halo design was ‘sophisticated’ and that is 
seen explicitly throughout. Halo 4 has a darker, more moody 
feel to it this time round; tactically this was a great play. By re-
animating this classic with a fresh new, rather more aggressive 
feel to it, 343 industries have most probably set themselves 
for at least ten more years’ worth of Halo games to grace our 
shelves, I hope so anyway. Its huge sandbox environments 
are the cornerstone of the campaigns success; they keep you 
welded to the screen as you pass through the galactic ad-
venture. It’s a game that allows you to really see how far the 
gaming industry has developed graphically in the past few 
years. 
Some missions in the campaign feel subtly familiar to former 
Halo games, but everything is presented with this new edgi-
ness that crushes any feeling of romantic Déjà vu.

Online was pretty much what I expected, amazingly fun as 
per. Some new modes have been added that beef the experi-
ence up a notch from the other Halo’s. There’s more to do. 
I spent a good few hours exploring the online modes before 
review and there’s definitely enough to keep any Halo 4 fan 
going until the next instalment. 

Halo 4 is a title bound to rock the shelves this Christmas, and 
for good reason. It’s fantastically immersive universe and 
reliably fun online experience make it a great challenger 
amongst all the other massive titles being released this winter. 



Last year I made the mistake of mov-
ing into student housing based on a 
particular housing company’s website 
which depicts lovely, shiny houses full 
of manic looking students who have 
written fantastic reviews about their time 
spent in said houses because it was like 
living in an E4 programme. Rule number 
one; these students are liars, or possi-
bly robots created to lure you into their 
company.
 
Although I had seen the property a few 
months before I officially moved in and 
was less than impressed, I was assured 
repeatedly that they would clean the 
house and the standards would be 
raised. They were not. If anything by 
the time I had moved in last August it’d 
become undeniably worse. Paying £275 
a month, bills included, I by no means 
expected a palace but the house itself 
resembled a hostel, and not one of 
those nice hostels that makes up for the 
rooms by having a nice lobby. The entire 
house smelt of gas, floorboards were 
missing from sections of the first floor 
and there was blood on almost every 
light switch I passed. There were holes in 
the walls, mold and leaks in every ceil-
ing and the window in the living room 
had been smashed. The carpets where 
a mix of browns, matted and dirty from 
years of neglect and the walls resem-
bled year old porridge. It was similar to 
what I imagine John Prescott’s soul looks 
like.

This is probably around the time I should 
have read my contract. If you have 
recently moved into student accommo-
dation I recommend you do the same. 
Any contract you sign is designed to 
work both ways; although you’re clearly 
expected to not destroy the property 
it also usually states the landlord has 
a responsibility to carry out most basic 
repairs whilst maintaining the structure 
and standards of the property. Read 
the contract thoroughly incase there are 
things agreed upon within it that are 
clearly not being upheld by the land-
lord. I, to this day, have no idea what 
90% of my contract said, but I’m sure 
I could have improved my experience 
living in student housing had I taken the 
time to read it.

Unfortunately, one thing I couldn’t le-
gally do anything about was my house-
mates. I ended up living with five men, 
who I think may have been ordered 
from a catalogue that only dealt in stere-
otypes. Of course there was the typical 
student problems; using plates without 
asking and occasionally food would 
go missing that miraculously nobody 
knew anything about. They left their 
beard hair on the sink, walls, floor and 
somehow on the ceiling. They would go 
through three bottles of ketchup a week, 
half of which would be left on plates in 
the living room for a fortnight. They just 
had no regard for personal space or 
hygiene, and I retaliated by telling them 

I hated them on a daily basis. None 
more so, than “Ghost Roommate” who I 
didn’t meet until late December, despite 
the fact he’d been in the house longer 
than I had and lived in the room next 
to mine. We’d heard him beforehand 
as he suffered from night terrors, which 
meant every couple of nights we would 
hear terrifying screams and bangs. But 
mostly, we could smell where he’d been, 
like Bigfoot. If Bigfoot worked at Mc-
Donald’s, listened to Michael Jackson 
on full volume to fall asleep to every 
night and smeared yoghurt up walls for 
no apparent reason.
 
Students are expected to live together 
for months at a time and although there 
are sometimes forums online that allow 
you to speak to these people before 
hand, there is no guarantee the particu-
lar people will be available on there. If 
you do find you’re placed with people 
who’s shenanigans you don’t particular-
ly appreciate, try to negotiate a com-
promise; there might be things you’re 
doing that they don’t want to have to 
live with. However, if it’s more serious 
and communication is clearly not going 
to work, you can usually address the 
issues with your landlord and they will 
send them a written warning or speak 
to them. Student accommodation should 
demand background checks and refer-
ences on tenants applying. Decency and 
air freshener can only do so much.

Fancy working 
abroad this 
summer?
Have you always wanted to spend your 
summers doing something more than just 
the usual routines of visiting family and 
nights out with friends? Then why not 
challenge yourself to working abroad 
next summer. If you can’t quite cope 
with waking up praying that another 
summer’s day isn’t spoiled by a Great 
British downpour in the middle of July, 
then, why not?

A great way to get out of the country, 
travel, and work to get paid and give 
yourself a financial bumper for the win-
ter months, is to teach English abroad as 
a foreign language. Having the choice 
to either find work teaching children 
or adults, traveling to countries such as 
France, Italy, China, and many more, 
there’s sure to be a destination waiting 
just for you to spend your summer doing 
something amazing.

How can I do it?
The first thing you will need to attain is a 
certificate of T.E.F.L, or CELTA, to enable 
you to gain employment and learn valu-
able skills that will help you. There are 
many to choose from, but choose wisely, 
as some may be more appropriate for 
the type of work you want than others. 
The majority of placements across sum-
mer months ask for a minimum of 100 
hours’ worth of T.E.F.L training, which 

sounds a lot, but dedicating just one 
hour each day will see you complete it 
in less than six months.

Is TEFL something I can really do? 
The first thing to understand is that 
teaching any age group of people a 
new language requires patience, enthu-
siasm, and dedication. The majority of 
days will cover a working span of over 
12 hours, often with none stop attentive 
care and conversation, especially work-
ing with children. This can be extremely 
exhausting, but what you are deprived 
of in rest is made up for in reward.     
Being able to wake up and teach a 
class, or a range of activities and sports, 
singing songs, and partaking in impro-
visational sketches, are just some of the 
things required as part and parcel of 
the job. Each company and country can 
offer you something different, so bare 
this in mind when applying for a job you 
think you may want.

How do I apply and choose 
where to go?
The majority of online courses have 
links, associates, and a directory of 
companies that look for hundreds of 
applicants each year to go and work 
for them. The most difficult part can be 
choosing which one will benefit you 
the most, and what you will gain the 
most satisfaction from. Each place can 
have its own appeal, whether it’s purely 
teaching in a classroom in China, sport-
ing activities and camping in Spain, or 
being in the Alps in France, Austria, or 
Italy whilst working; there are so many 
different destinations that can offer you 
more than just a job for the summer.

How much does it cost?
The courses can vary in price depending 
on how many hours you do, and what 
company you go with. A rough guide 
price for a 100 hour certificate could be 
anywhere from £100 - £250. Look out 
for special offers, and student discount. 
The majority of offers run in the start 
of the New Year, which will also allow 
you enough time to start and complete 
the course before the summer starts. A 
lot of companies start their recruitment 
processes around February/March time, 
so start looking as soon as you are un-
derway with your course to see what’s 
available.

The Qualification itself
T.E.F.L qualifications last a lifetime, al-
though it is always good to renew your 
skills and learn updated training meth-
ods. The high majority will allow you 
to teach anywhere in the world where 
there is a need for the job. It can open 
doors to spend months or even years 
working in other countries, travelling 
around, and meeting new and exciting 
people. Not to mention the fact of being 
paid to do something amazing and so 
rewarding. It is a fantastic statement to 
place on a C.V, and an achievement to 
be able to teach new skills and make 
lifelong friends.
So what are you waiting for? Next time 
summer is here, make sure you’re not 
left wishing you had done something 
different. 

By Jason Russell

Student Living - By Sibby Harmer

Student loans 
farce - all 
chat, no cash 
Were you student that had to pretty 
much beg the student loans company to 
give you your loan this year?  Even after 
you spent hours on the phone, it ended 
up coming weeks after it should have 
been in? If so, then it’s probably no 
consolation to you, that you weren’t at 
all alone in your struggles, in fact, in Oc-
tober, over 100,000 students were still 
waiting on their loans, loans that were 
due in at the latest, early September.
For some, the reality of the situation was 
slightly more serious than for others, 
I spoke to Mike Butcher, a Journalism 
student who lives with his girlfriend in 
Hull, about how the late loan issue had 
affected him. He told me he had to wait 
7 weeks to get his studtent finance, and 

that every time he called to ask for a 
reason why it was taking so long, all 
they had to say was “there has been 
a mix up between your university and 
student finance” and offered little sym-
pathy or support.

I asked him how it affected him, “I was 
worried mainly about how I was going 
to pay rent, my job doesn’t pay enough 
to cover all the bills and rent so I took 
more hours and used credit cards”, us-
ing credit cards clearly isn’t a good solu-
tion and can cause even more financial 
issues for a student, but it was the only 
option he had and I’m sure his situation 
reflects that of many other students this 
year, that struggled to get by because of 
the failings of the student loan company.
So why was this happening? Most of the 
problems seemed to be occurring due 
to an apparent backlog of applications 
being held up because of scanning prob-
lems, some had been labelled temporar-
ily lost, or to quote Derek Ross, deputy 
chief exec of the Student Loans Com-
pany “It’s a bit like losing your car keys 
– you think you have lost them, but they 

are in the house somewhere” comforting 
to know I’m sure, for some student that 
had to sell their car to pay for literature 
because of the SLC’s blunders!
The whole situation seems to scream 
‘not quite good enough’. First year 
undergrads had been hit the worst with 
some 28% of their grants and loans not 
getting processed on time. Welcome to 
University, here’s your first assignment, 
hassle a loans company for what is 
already owed you.

Universities all around the country were 
forced to make “emergency payouts” to 
students to prevent them from dropping 
courses, making an issue not only for the 
students, but the establishments which 
house them.

An inquiry has been held and hopefully 
next year we will see a reformed student 
loans company, but for the students who 
battled through financial crises at the 
beginning of term, it’s all a little too late.

By Owen Ramirez



The feeling of déjà vu was in the air in 
the build up to launch night as Terry 
explains: “I actually started my career 
out in this venue 21 years ago, the first 
DJ we put on this club was Carl Cox, we 
then went on and put on DJ’s like Sasha, 
Masters at Work, Kevin Saunderson and 
Danny Rampling.” You get a sense of 
reminiscence when Terry describes the 

venue as having “major heritage” and 
has contributed as one of the birthplaces 
of house music in Hull. Terry recognises 
the values of the venue more than any-
one else having being at the forefront of 
all déjà vu parties held here in the early 
nineties, and he intends to keep with the 
theme of the building by integrating its 
former status, as he explains: “With the 

(new) Tokyo being a converted cinema/
stroke theatre, we thought it would be a 
bit rude if we didn’t keep with the theme 
of the venue, so we intend to put a real 
show on with dancers, percussionists, 
saxophone players, pyro-technics, con-
fetti cannons, its not going to be your 
average club night, its going to be so 
much more and entertaining and fun.”

SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER
The ironically labeled House Music institution déjà vu has yet again come to the rescue of Hull’s weekend nightlife.

Déjà Vu…. 
20 YEARS OF HOUSE MUSIC IN HULL
 
Referring back to the early 1990’s in 
Hull, there were two particular defin-
ing moments that you cannot deny had 
a major influence on this special city, 
which is located at the “very best end” 
of the M62. 
In 1991, a local bricklayer named Dean 
Windass (AKA; God) was re-signed for 
his hometown football club Hull City, and 
the rest as they say is history. The other 
momentous event was in 1992 when 
another local legend first arose into the 
Hull folklore. This time around it was the 
birth of Déjà Vu, a house music event 
inspired by another legendary legacy, 
The Hacienda Club in Manchester.

Hull lad, Terry Spamer got the idea for 
creating such an event following his 
hazy visits to the other pioneering clubs. 

The Astoria in London, Nottingham’s 
Cool Cat, along with the Hacienda, all 
of these places provided the influence, 
which convinced Terry that Hull also 
needed to experience.
 
Any successful music event promoter will 
tell you that it all starts with one-off par-
ties to test the water; this was also the 
case with Terry. But it was in May 1992 
when Terry finally decided to go for it 
“big time” when the infamous Tower 
Nightclub held the first Déjà vu event 
and featured house-music pioneers The 
Masters at Work. This was a huge suc-
cess and it proved, in years to come, to 
be the benchmark for putting Hull on the 
clubbing map.

Following the initial launch of Déjà vu, 

Terry secured a weekly residency at, 
arguably, Hull’s most prolific house 
music venue Room 1795. Located on 
George Street, the venue itself was not 
the biggest, but certainly punched above 
its weight, in regards to atmosphere 
and its unique layout. For a number of 
years, The Room served as a Mosque-
like mecca for religious underground 
‘house-heads’, but it was not only the 
people of Hull who stood up and recog-
nised it, people travelled from far and 
wide and the night was nominated for 
several awards including National Club 
of the Year in DJ Magazine.The recogni-
tions were valid ones, but by no means 
a set-up like most of today’s super-club 
promoters, this was a small, intimate 
venue holding no more than 600 peo-
ple, which still managed to host some of 

House Music’s most influential DJ’s such 
as; Todd Terry, Roger Sanchez, Paul 
Oakenfold, Allister Whitehead, Graeme 
Park, Pete Tong…etc…the list could go 
on and on.

It would be fair to say, Déjà vu was in 
demand. Terry however, didn’t rest on 
his laurels and regularly switched venues 
due to the increasing popularity and 
numbers attending his Déjà vu events. 
In 1997, the migration of Déjà vu from 
Room to Eclipse was a brief one, lasting 
only 12 months before Terry moved his 
prized asset back to its spiritual home, 
Room where he stayed until the Millen-
nium.
 
For most, the Millennium brought 
change and this was apparent in Terry’s 

thoughts when it came to the direction 
of Déjà Vu. In 2000, Terry thought the 
time was right to introduce a sexier, 
more stylish and funkier approach to 
the night. First the night was called Love 
Bomb at the Rhythm Room which fea-
tured funky and soulful house DJ’s, then 
when the Po Na Na group contacted 
Terry and asked him if he would run and 
promote the Fridays & Saturdays at the 
new 1500 capacity venue The Fez Club 
which was formally The Eclipse. 

For the next 3 years Déjà Vu presented 
Fully Charged on Fridays & Faith on 
Saturdays, as these parties flourished 
and proved to be a commercially sound 
move for Terry.
However, with the fall of that super club 
in 2003, Terry again switched venues. 
This time the legendary Welly Club 
Ballroom would host Déjà vu and the 
instalment of an award winning sound 
system and strategically placed sound-
proofing were two of the many catalysts 
that made The Welly Ballroom the new 
place of worship for sexy modern dance 
music. 
Déjà vu continued as a regular fixture 
at Welly for more than six years and 
won Galaxy “clubnight” of the year in 
2007. Déjà vu left the Welly in 2009 but 
still maintained its reputation of one of 
the UK’s most innovative promotions by 
constantly putting on one-off spectacular 
shows at a variety of venues, including 
The Asylum at the University and Lazaat 
in Cottingham, and of course the much 
loved Welly.

Incredibly after 20 years of providing us 
with some of the greatest house music 
events in our living history, Déjà Vu has 
now come full circle and will continue 
for as long as the people love it! 
The man behind it all, Terry Spamer 
explained to us: 

“This is our 20th anniversary year and 
we’ve got people coming from all over 
for these celebration events, including 
many of those who were at our very 
first, or earliest events. It’s going to be 
like a big re-union of all the original 
people! They’ll all be mixed in with 
the new breed, the new generation of 
House music fans, which will create a 
fantastic atmosphere. If you add it up, 
over the past twenty years, we’ve had 
more than a million people through the 
doors, which is incredible, and it is now 
officially the second-longest running 
House event in the world. Throughout 
the years of success with Déjà Vu, I got 
offered the chance to move my opera-
tion elsewhere on numerous occasions, 
but I let my heart rule my head…. 
because I’m Hull, through and through! 
I know the people here and the attitude 

of the place… and I love it, (even if 
some of them do moan too much!) so 
I’ve always kept it based here. I hope 
I don’t live to regret those decisions! 
Yeah, it’s going to be quite an emotional 
time for me this year and hopefully 
these celebratory events are going to 
be the best ever, to reflect those great 
memories of the last 20 years.”
 
By Mike White.

On the 10th November 2012, the 
persistent, and most decorated 
club event in Hull re-launched after 
month’s of scouring new venue’s to 
reignite Hull’s Saturday Night Fever. 
The recent renovation of one the 
city’s oldest buildings carried out 
by the successful club chain owners 
Tokyo provided the opportunity to 
déjà vu owner and promoter Terry 
Spamer to showcase his 20 year old 
weekly event, ironically in the same 
surroundings he started off two 
decades ago.

	  



STUDENT 
MUM 

DA VINCI CODE

Stephanie Jackson, mum to Katie, 9 and 
Liam 4, is studying for her Access to 
Higher Education diploma, with the units 
being Social work, Law and Psychology. 
She studies at Hull Collage. Here is her 
story.

After a tough year in my personal life 
and a lifetime bringing home a wage 
from a full time job with no prospects, I 
decided it was time for a change. When 
my youngest started school, I decided 
to get myself back into education and 
fulfil my ambition of becoming a social 
worker. The lifestyle fits well around my 
life and am able to study around the 
children, its just a matter of managing 
my time. I usually study when the chil-
dren are in bed as this is my quiet time 
and it means I’m not having to choose 
between work and children. The only 
time the two collide is when I take the 
children to school and then rush to make 
sure I’m not late for my lessons.
I’m lucky because I don’t need profes-
sional childcare, for the times when I am 

unable to collect them from school, the 
children’s father and my sister collect 
them for me and watch them till I get 
home. I know childcare is an issue most 
student parents have to deal with, and 
for some its the stumbling block that 
stops them staying in education, so I do 
feel lucky where my own children are 
concerned. 
Being a student gives me a new focus, 
something positive that will affect, not 
only me, but my whole family. I am 
learning more about myself, I feel my 
confidence soaring and my talents 
stretching. I have a whole knew outlook, 
life is in perspective now, I have new 
friends and am taking part in activities 
that I was never able to manage with my 
time before. Education has given me a 
brighter future and a better me and that 
benefits everyone. I would recommend 
anyone to give it a try. 

By Emma Salter

Keeping your 
children safe 
in the festive 
season.
AS the nights get darker and colder, we 
seem to want to hibernate. Activities are 
moved indoors and hot drinks replace 
cool cordials. But for some reason our 
children, these strange creatures, want 
to be outside. Seasonal events like Hal-
loween and Bonfire Night agree with the 
children and make us leave the warmth 
of the home and head outside. But what 
can we do to make sure our children 
stay safe whilst being around large 
groups of strangers on dark nights.
The younger children are easier to man-
age, as the first precaution would be 
to hold their hands. This keeps parents 
happy in the knowledge that their child 
is safe, and it stops the little one wander-
ing off. As a second precaution, you 

could use a wrist strap or brace. This 
would give them a little more freedom 
but still give you piece of mind. Another 
hot tip would be to write your address 
and phone number on a piece of paper 
and slipping it into their pocket. Should 
the worst happen and they slip away, 
the paper will help identify them and 
return them to you quickly.
As the children get older it’s harder to 
keep a close eye on them in a crowd. 
An older child of ten upwards wouldn’t 
want to hold onto mum’s hand; ‘so 
uncool.’ They probably wouldn’t want to 
walk to close to you either. This is where 
long talks of ‘strangers’ come in. Also 
most large events are covered by secu-
rity and can easily be identified through 
badges and high visibility vests. Point 
these out to your children as a figure 
they can talk to if they get lost. Finding 
a well-lit public spot to stand is a good 
idea. Ensure it is easy to find, maybe 
next to a billboard or other distinguish-
able object, and try not to move away 
from it. Tell your child that this is where 
you will be all evening; in case they 
wander off they will be able to find you. 
The note in the pocket is still a good 
idea at this age too.

As your little ones turn into teenagers, 
they always know best. It becomes 
harder to give them strict rules to follow. 
Even if they do attend a big event with 
you, they probably won’t want to stay 
with you, and they will head off to find 
their friends. Again, have the ‘stran-
ger’ talk; children are never too old for 
this, even if they think they are. Try to 
arrange beforehand, where they are go-
ing to meet their friends and who is go-
ing to be there. Tell them to keep valu-
ables hidden; a brightly lit mobile phone 
is easy pickings in a crowded place. 
Give them a time to meet you and stress 
that severe punishments, like phone con-
fiscation, will be in place if they mess up. 
Again, point out the security men and 
women. A moody teenager will not want 
to listen but giving the info is free and 
could come in handy. So bear with the 
‘oh mam’ complaints and put everything 
into place to keep them safe.

By Emma Salter

With a Da Vinci exibition on display at Hull’s Ferens art 
gallery, we thought we should highlight some of the creative 
geniuses inventions.

Mona Lisa
The Mona Lisa is one of Leonardo’s most famous paintings; it is 

regarded as the most famous painting in the world. Although 
it has faded and lost its color over time people travel from 
all over the world every year to see the masterpiece.

Leonardo 
da Vinci was 
born on 15 April 
1452 in the Tuscan town of Vinci, 
the illegitimate son of a local 
lawyer. He was an apprentice to 
the artist Andrea del Verrocchio 
in Florence and in 1478 became 
an independent master.

The ornithopter
The ornithopter was a flying machine and 
one of his most famous sketches Although 
DaVinci never actually got round to making 
it. It was a design that the inventor had made 
to show how man could fly. 

IT’S been five long seasons, full of drama, 
change, and excitement, since Hull City were 
promoted to the Premier league for the first time 
in their history. In that time, the Tigers have seen 
a wholesale change, with the face of the club un-
dergoing a major transplant, as well as the staff, 
players, and expectation levels of the fans.So 
where exactly do they stand in comparison with 
the Phil Brown’s heroes of that historic season?

As this season of 2012/13 draws close to the 
half-way point, a new breed of player, hope 
and expectation, consolidates the Tigers to be 
contenders in the eyes of many for the remainder 
of their time in The Championship. At this stage of 
the season in their promotion year, the beginning 
of December had seen the Tigers amount a tally 
of 27 points, consisting of 7 wins, 6 draws, and 6 
defeats, scoring a total of 25 goals, and conced-
ing 20. This saw them sitting 10th place going into 
the festive season.

A stop start beginning for the first part of this 
season under Bruce, has finally ignited, and has 
seen them rise from the mediocrity of mid table, to 
play off challenging, and potentially title winning 
contenders.They currently place 6th in the table, 
and have already surpassed the point’s tally of 
that promotion winning side by amounting 32 
points, with 10 wins, 2 draws, and 7 defeats. This 
is a considerably wealthier position from the one 
in which they found themselves in that promotion 
season, yet they still defied the odds, and roared 
their way through the table, mauling the opposi-
tion aside to cement their place in history.

Soon after the festive season, The Black and 
Amber Army found their stride, and with the ar-
rival of a certain Mr Campbell, the team formed 
into one of the most formidable and free flowing 
football teams in the division, guided by the well-
considered judgment of Phil Brown and Brian Hor-
ton. They finished 3rd in the final league standings 
with a points total of 75, just 4 behind second 
placed Stoke City and the Automatic promotion 
places, before finally sealing their fate through 
that wondrous day at Wembley.

Some may feel that this season may be even 
closer than the last time we were in such a strong 
looking position in this league, and it would be 
important to remember just where the Tigers 
where heading, prior to interventions of the Allam 
family and others over the last decade or so. The 
Tigers have consolidated themselves as one of 
the contenders this season, and that is in no small 
part due to the rise in status they have received 
over the last decade. A promotion spring under 
Peter Taylor saw them rise from the depths of the 
old 3rd Division, and achieve Premier League 
status under Brown in a turnaround of just five 
years. Much has been said and made of the rise 
of the Tigers, and it can be easy for fans to expect 
a certain level now that the club have exceeded 
all expectations in the past.
 
Hope for the New Year and beyond
Steve Bruce certainly has that weight looming 
firmly on his shoulders now, after a surprising 
but welcomed appointment to the club saw him 
succeed hometown favourite Nick Barmby in the 
summer. The glamour, attacking flair, and style 
that has been seen at the KC and on the travels of 
the team this season, have recognised City to be 
one of the best footballing teams in the division. 
Sitting in such a prosperous position going in to a 
jam packed festive season, the fans and players 
alike can only hope that they continue to flourish.
There is high optimism and hope for Hull this 
year, as they attempt to recreate the magic of that 
record breaking season under Phil Brown.

By Jason Russell
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GSP Vs. Condit

Still buzzing from the incredible strike of 
Hendricks, the crowd insured GSP got 
the reception that warranted this mo-
mentous return to the octagon. The roar 
sent shivers as he marched down to the 
beat of twenty thousand fans screaming 
their lungs, knowing that what they were 
about to see was going to be epic. 

That speaks to the consistency of both 
fighters. Condit’s looking good these 
days, and as top contender, he just had 
that look in his eye pre-fight that this was 
all he ever wanted, a shot at the champ. 
He’d got it, this was it. Do or die. 

GSP was coming back in after injury 
causing lots of questions to be asked 
about his physical shape. 
He needed to silence the critics, Condit 
just needed to win. 

The first round kicked off with GSP skil-
fully working the centre of the cage, 
pushing the attack and keeping Condit 
on the back foot while going forward 
with his strikes, textbook stuff. GSP’s 
wrestling was back to its unquestion-
able form two minutes in when he took 
Condit down effortlessly, sealing him the 
first round. 

GSP by the second round seemed to 
have things almost completely under his 
control. Throwing some nice jabs, some 
significant, he was doing some nice dam-
age; Condit’s mangled face at this point 
reflecting this punishment. The fight was 
almost becoming predictable, but the 
third round changed this. 

A now calmer looking, relaxed GSP 
began the third comfortably, until Condit 
placed a perfectly aimed head kick at 
the champion, landing it flush on the 
temple. Unfortunately for Condit he 
couldn’t finish the fight here, and didn’t 
manage to get anything significant 
through GSP’s superb survival mode 
ground defence. 

GSP managed to clamber back on to 
his feet eventually, and after a few jabs, 
landed a big right and took Condit to 
the floor once more, where he remained 
for the duration of the round.

Rounds four and five were both GSP’s. 
His wrestling took over and he kept Con-
dit to the floor once again and had him 
defending an almost constant onslaught 
of jabs and elbows. 

Condit tried on occasion to submit, but 
his opponent, the champion, in this case 
was too strong and breezed out of the 
attempts before reining more strikes 
down on the battered Condit. 

The fight was over; GSP had silenced 
the critics and shown people after his 
lengthy break in play, that he’s still the 
rightful owner of the belt. 

Condit can’t be too hard on himself 
though, he fought amazingly well 
against GSP, nearly putting him out at 
one point and sending shivers down the 
spines of everyone watching. 

He seems to be growing exponentially 
as a fighter, and will leave from this a 
much more experienced mixed martial 
artist. GSP showed that he can over-
come injury and still mix it with any big 
contender. 

He uses his body so well that it’s hard to 
imagine him ever losing again, but with 
a possible super fight with Anderson 
Silva on the horizon, next year will 
be very interesting for GSP and 
his fans. 

UFC 154 was a fantastic 
card and housed some 
amazing fighters. It’s events 
like this one that justify
any fans love of the 
sport. It showcased flash 
knockouts, great ground 
work and some intense 
brutality and skill. With 
UFC 155 on the horizon, 
with Heavyweight 
champion Junior dos 
Santos and former 
champion Cain Velasquez 
facing off again, the fun 
doesn’t look to be stopping 
here. 

By Owen Ramirez. 

Mark Hominick Vs Pablo Garza

The opening bout of UFC 154’s main 
card served two fighters coming back 
from loses, three in Hominick’s case, 
two in Garza’s. There were points to 
prove in this fight; they both needed the 
morale boost of a main card win. The 
first round kicked off in a fitting shroud 
of greatness, with both fighters landing 
significant strikes and setting a good 
pace for the fight from the off. 

Strategies changed moving into the 
second and third round. Garza played 
to his strengths and used that extra 
height to his advantage on the ground. 
Hominicks only saving grace during the 
second was his occasional and unsuc-
cessful attempts at an omaplata. This 
subsequently opened him up to further 
punishing strikes to the face, leaving him 
cut up badly walking to his corner at the 
end of the second, blood filled round. 

Rafael dos Anjos Vs Mark Bocek

This match up looked like it was going 
to hold some explosive action, with both 
fighters looking to take their game to the 
next level and snap themselves out of 
that mid-tier category. It did not disap-
point. Starting on its feet, the first round 
began calmly, with both fighters testing 
each other’s range. Leg checks began 
accumulating, Bocek made his game 
plan evident when he shot for a take-
down early on. 

One thing that was evident throughout 
the fight was Ajos’s conditioning and 
stamina, the guy just did not get tired, 
he really set himself apart from Bocek, 
and for most of the fight looked like he 
was leagues above. 

Francis Carmont Vs. Tom Lawlor  

The fight started on its feet with Carmont 
circling the shorter Lawlor, pecking at 
him with occasional kicks and punches. 
Those fell flat, and Lawlor began shoot-
ing for takedowns, but didn’t manage 
to get Carmont to the ground due to 
Carmont’s greatly improved takedown 
defence. 

Carmont began landing significant 
knees, but Lawlor almost redeemed 
himself at the end of the first round by 
a powerful looking guillotine choke, but 
he was unfortunately unable to finish 
it due to his poor technique. Lawlors 
takedowns on two occasions became 
successful in the second, earning him 
some points on the board, but nothing 
else as the well rounded Carmont swiftly 
returned to his feet in both instances. 

It seemed at the end that Lawlor was 
going to prevail, albeit not a greatly, but 
he was the one throughout actively look-
ing for takedowns and being more ag-
gressive. Surprisingly, the judges gave 
it to Carmont, a decision even contested 
by the home crowd, who booed after 
the call. 
Johny ‘Big Rigg’ Hendricks Vs. 
Martin Kampmann.
 
After the disappointment of been told 
the fight wasn’t for a title shot; both 
fighters had no other goal than to go 
into the octagon and make something 
amazing happen to convince the people 
at the top, that they were deserving of 
a shot. 

Hendricks achieved that in just 46 sec-
onds with a staggeringly powerful left 
hook that followed straight from a mis-
leading right. The follow up punch was 
also devastatingly accurate, catching 
Kampmann on the floor, already gone, 
before the ref could stop the fight. The 
punch completely cemented Hendricks’s 
position as a contender for the belt. His 
ability to land these insanely powerful 
hands time and time again are making 
him look dangerous. 

A Future champion? 
He’s certainly a fighter of extreme con-
fidence in himself and has the ability to 
back it up, there’s definitely a possibility 
there. 

His performance proved that he 
has huge potential in the UFC; I’m 
very much looking forward to this 
guys next fight, he made himself 
a very watchable fighter at UFC 
154.

Receiving a well-deserved victory, 
Rafael do Anjos looks set to go onto 
   bigger fights and did a great job 
     of displaying his now near perfected 
     craft. 

UFC 154 brought about one of the most anticipated fights of the year, with George 
St Pierre (GSP), making his return after nearly a year of rehabilitation after tearing 
his ACL whilst training for the match up with Interim Champion Carlos Condit.



	  

This will be a weekly event taking place every Saturday, and good news for us Students, Tokyo and déjà are offering a  £2 off 
discount entry to each event.

To claim the offer simply tear, print-off the voucher below and take it along with your NUS Card.

	  


